
ACCEPTED at the curb

Please be considerate; haulers can not spend more than a few minutes at each
house in order to complete the routes.
• General junk: Boxed, bagged or bundled – under 100 pounds per item. 
• Appliances: Water heaters, microwaves, refrigerators, washers, dryers,
stoves, air conditioners, dehumidifiers, freezers, etc. Limit TWO appliances per
house. No need to call ahead. NO electronics. 
• Carpets/pads: Rolled and securely tied. Under five
feet long and one foot in diameter – larger rolls are
hard to handle.   
• Larger scrap metal ONLY: Office desks, clothesline
poles and swing sets are examples. Remove wood, rubber, cement and all
nonmetal materials, including gas from lawnmowers. NO cast iron tubs or
items over 150 pounds. Take items that fit into an automobile to the Hennepin
County Problem Waste Facility for recycling. See box below.

•       Unusable furniture: Disassemble hideaway
sofa beds so they cannot open during handling.
•       Mattresses/box springs.

•       Construction materials, lumber, windows
and doors: Pile limited to what fits in ONE
level standard-size pickup truck. Lumber

stacked and no longer than five feet. Bend nails.
NO railroad ties. NO contractor materials. 

• BUNDLED brush: Branches smaller than four inches in diameter and five
feet in length. Includes buckthorn.  
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Prevent illegal dumping and protect air quality

Window air conditioners and dehumidifiers set out at the curb are
targets for people who take copper wire from appliances to sell. It is illegal
to cut the copper wire in appliances because it releases toxic pollutants,
such as Freon, into the air. To help prevent illegal dumping and protect air
quality, do not set out smaller appliances that contain Freon until 7 a.m. on
the day of your pickup. For more information, call 952-563-8751.
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D
o you need to update your
landscaping? Do you like to
garden? Are you tired of

rainwater forming puddles in your
driveway and yard? If you answered ‘yes’
to any of these questions, you may want
to do what Bloomington resident Robin
Rust did and plant your own rain garden. 

Rain gardens are shallow
depressions (at least 12 inches deep),
commonly placed in low areas of a
landscape and planted with native
wildflowers and shrubs. The difference
between a rain garden and a
conventional garden lies in the types of
plants used. 

“We chose plants with deep root
systems that will draw water in as it
sinks to the ground,” said Robin. “Some of
the plants in our garden include
black-eyed susans, mugo pines,
bergenias, Russian sage, hostas,
columbine and bee balm. We also planted
some tulips around the perimeter so we
have color in the spring, while we wait
for everything else to get growing.”  

Rust’s rain garden is not only
attractive, but smart, because rain
gardens replicate natural systems of
drainage and retention by allowing
water to penetrate soil and preventing
common pollutants, such as fertilizers,
pesticides, animal waste and sediment,
from polluting water bodies. 

“We started a rain garden because
it’s a nice landscaping feature, plus it’s an
ecologically responsible way of dealing
with rainwater runoff,” said Rust. 

Planting a rain garden is a simple,
effective way for residents to improve
water quality, according to Bloomington
Water Resources Specialist Bryan Gruidl.  

“Considering the average yearly
precipitation for Bloomington is
roughly 29.4 inches, a standard rambler
will create more than 28,000 gallons of
runoff per year.” 

According to the Environmental
Protection Agency, rainwater and storm
runoff is the number one threat to our
lakes, rivers and streams. Yet one rain
garden can provide control for the
majority of the annual rainwater runoff. 

Creating a rain garden takes some
time, but it’s well worth the effort. With
a little help from her family and friends,
Rust was able to plant her rain garden in
one Saturday. For more information,
visit www.ci.bloomington.mn.us,
keywords: Rain garden handout, or call
Water Resources Specialist Bryan Gruidl
at 952-563-4557. Options for items NOT ACCEPTED at the curb

Hennepin County Problem Waste and Recycling Facility 

1400 West 96th Street, 612-348-3777 

TU, TH, F 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
W 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
SA 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

• Hazardous waste: Paints, motor
oil, solvents and other household
chemicals.   
• Tires and batteries.  
• Electronics: TVs, VCRs, computers, 
monitors, stereos and cordless phones.  
• Recyclable materials: Plastic and
glass bottles, cans and all paper.   
• Gas-powered, refrigeration
appliances: Camper/other fridges, air
conditioners – call ahead, 612-348-5832.   
• Small scrap metal that fits into a
car trunk. 
• Nonrefillable propane or butanic
cylinders.

Get ready to clean!

• Set materials at the curb before 7 a.m. on your
curbside pickup day.
• Trucks will go through only once on your scheduled day. If you miss the
curbside pickup, call your trash hauler who will pick up your refuse for a fee.   
• Seniors or residents who are disabled: Unable to handle the materials? Contact
your Neighborhood Watch block captains – or call the Human Services Help Line in
advance for volunteer availability, 952-563-4957 V/TTY. 

Burnsville Landfill 

952-890-3248

• Concrete, bricks.   
• Porcelain: Tubs, sinks, toilets.   
• Shingles. 

NSP Composting

Burnsville,  952-736-1915   

• Leaves, grass clippings, sod.   
• Stumps, logs.   

Questions?

Call 952-563-8750. 

2008 Curbside Cleanup schedule

Bloomington is divided into five collection areas. This year’s
cleanup will go from the east to the west.

Saturday, April 12 East boundary to Portland
Saturday, April 19 Portland to Penn
Saturday, April 26 Penn to France
Saturday, May 3 France to Normandale
Saturday, May 17 Normandale to west boundary

Sell usable
items
during the
Citywide
Garage
Sales. 
See page 1.
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The Commuter Challenge

Good for you and the environment

N
ow through June 30, take the Commuter
Challenge and win great prizes. Pledge to take the

bus or train, bicycle, walk or carpool to work at least
once a week and you could win a laptop, iPod or digital
camera. Groups of 10 or more can form a team and
compete against other commuter teams for additional
prizes. For information, go to www.494Corridor.org.  
Bike/Walk to Work Week 

Be sure to celebrate National Bike/Walk to Work
Week by riding your bike or walking to work,
Wednesday, May 14. Registered participants will be eligible for a free breakfast at
various locations throughout the metro area. For more information or to register,
visit www.bikewalkweek.org.  

Robin’s daughter Claudia enjoys helping
in the garden and making bouquets.

Earth

Action Hero

Robin’s rain garden

Earth Action Heroes protect the earth. Whether it’s
saving energy or guarding Bloomington’s
precious natural resources, these
individuals are making a
difference. Here are
your neighbors in
action …
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